_ DOCUNMENT BESUNE t
BD 113 233 ’ ) SO 008 608

. TITLE Classification of 2ducational Systems in OECD Member

Ccuntries: Australia, Luxembourg, Switzerland.’
INSTITUTION organisation for Economic Cooperation and i
Development, Paris (France). |
PUB DATE 75 |
NOTE © 105p.; Por related documents, see ED 023 171, ED 076 }
|
|

453, and ED 086 598
AVAILABLE FPROM OECD Publications Center, Suite 1207, 1750
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Rashington, D. C. 20006

($5.50)
EDRS PRICE MF-$0.76 EFlus Postage. HC Not Available from EDRS.
DESCRIPTORS Classification; Ccmparative Rnalysis; *Comparative

Education; *Foreign Countries; Higher Education;

:
|
|
|
i
Education; Educational Programs; Elementary Secondary
Statistical Data J

IDENTIFIERS Australia; #*Educational Systems; luxemlkourg,
Switzerland .
" ABSTRAC? )
¥ ‘ This volume is one .of a series intended to provide a

comparative view of the education systems of all Crganization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Member countries. It
complepents an OECD handbook entitled Hethods and Statistical Needs
for Bducational Planning (see ED 023 171) . The document is based on
the need to establish a conversation key for member countries so that
published national data can be readily converted on the basis of a
standardized system, as proposed in the handbook. The purposes are to
assist OECD Member countries in the development of their educational
statistics and to provide a basis for the collection of
internationally comparable statistics on educational systems and
programs._In this volume, the educational systems of Australia,
Luxembourg, and Switzerland are classified by type of educatiom or
institution: Preprimary, Primary, General Secondary, Technical
Secondary, Teacher Training, and Higher Education. The information
requirements, gqualificaticns conferred, organization of studies on a
full-time or part-time basis, and other information of possible
interest are presented. A glossary of terms used in the OECD
classification is provided. (Author/JR)

A

sk o ook ok 3 oo o o K o AR o o o R o o R o ok o R o ook o o o Rk o o o o o ook oo R o o ok R o oK ok ok o ok K
* Documents acquired by ERIC include many informal unpublished

* paterials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
* to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
* reproducibility are often encduntered and this affects the quality
* of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available
*
*
*
*

* W O ¥ ¥ ®

via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not
responsible for the quality of the original document. Reproductions *

supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original. *
AR AR AR AR OK AR KR AR AR R R R KR K




VS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
EDuCAYIONiWELFAIE
NAYIONALINSYIYUYE OF

EDUCATION

THS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRQ
OVCED Exacr v AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERSON OR QRGANIZAY ONOR Gin
AT NG 7 PO NTSOF v Ew OR OBn . OnS
STAYED DO wG ™ NECESSAR |

SENTOFF ¢ AL wAT OnAL ~S' TLTE OF
EOUCA” on PO T, On 0 PO, (v

% e

= .&. - -
(S ﬁ:‘pl"s—ﬁ Mm%rm&'

~T
~
——
P Lk tald
P R L Lttt

-~ — - JUUON
o
v
o T A T e e s o e
) -
e
v




ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

by
%
1 F
.’
I -
L
Yo
A
v
> 1Y
. »
.
“"f'?’l
N
- . ‘g\:)_h
~ .
g"f‘e
v
!
s

Publié en frangais sous /e_??rré"

CLASSIFICATION DES SYSTEMES
D’ENSEIGNEMENT

AUSTRALIE - LUXEMBOURG - SUIS$E

00003 5




CLASSIFICATION
OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS
IN OECD MEMBER COUNTRIES

AUSTRALIA
| UXEMBOURG '
'SWITZERLAND

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT

\PARIS 1975
S S
ERIC . 00004 -




The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Devel-
opment (OECD; was set up under a Conmsention signed BN
in Paris on |4th December, 1960, which provides that the .
OECD shall promote policies designed .

— 1 achieve the highest sustainable economic growth
and employment and a rising standard of Iiving 1n
Member countries, while maintaining financial sia- -

’ bility, and thus to contribute to the development of 4
the world economy, '

— to contribute to sound economic expansion in Member

. as well as non-member countries in the proces$ of
. economuic development .

— tu contribute to the expansion of world trade on a
multilateral, non-discriminatory basis in accordance ‘ )
with international obligations.

The Members of OECD are Australia, Austria, Belgum, . . o

Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, the Federal Republic of

' Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, haly, Japan, Luxémbourg,
the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Span,
Sweden, Swutzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the
Unuted States .

v

© Orgamsauion for Economic Co-operation and Development, 1975

Queries concerning permissions or translation nghts\ should be
addressed to
. Director of Information. OECD
2 rue André-Pascal. 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16, France

ERIC 0Q005

\




. T INTRODUCTION

4

The present volunfe 1s one of a series intended to provide a corh- v

paratrve view of the education systems of all OECD Member countries,
Tt is a COmpIement to the earlier OECD “'"handbook!' for educational
planners Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planmng which
was published in 1967; one of the conclusmns of which was the need to
establish 2 ""conversion key for all OECD Member pountries so that
published national data can be readily converted on the basis of the
standardized system" as proposed in the above pubhnat;cmf

4

~

The purpose of both the "handbook” and this classxfxcatlon isto ~
assist OECD Member countries in the development of their educatxéh-'
al statistics and to provxde a basis for the collection of internationally ,
compar?zble statistics, o

~

: .

In fact, although educatlon is first and foremost a natlonal concex'n ..

the problems experienced in the development of educational systems
are often similar in a number of countries, For this reason, it may

be useful to compare different countries' solutions to specific problems,
But for such comparlsons to be valid, they.must be based on common
terms- of reference, the statistics must, insofar as possible, have the
same meaning in the various countries concerned,

For the statistics published by national authorities to be used as a
basis for inter-country Tomparisons, a classification system and a set
of definitt)ns must be adopted which are acceptable and applicable to
all the colintries interested in making such comparisons.

. -

Efforts have been made in various OECD studies to publish statis-
tics on as comparable a basis as possible; no classification of educa-
tion systems in their entirety has yet been established. The prepara-
tion of such a classification for OECD Member countries was included
in the programme of the Committee for Scientific and Technical Personnel
which has recently been replaced by the Education Committee,

*  Ths publication w2s endorsed by the OECD Council "as a suitable framework
for the compilation of comparable educational statistics™.




~  The "handbook provides the basic analytical framework ahd rationale

" for the classification; the present study shows in detail how the different

parts of each country's education system are rélated to the reference
frame in the "handbook". It is intended to be a guide to anyone who
wishes to compare or understand the structure of the education system
in OECD Member countries.

1

-

To establish a conversion key for the different countries, we have
to start with the national classification of each country; in principle,
only those types of education or institutions which are explicitly treated

-.in national statistics are included, The degree of detail in published
statistics varies enormously from country to country, and tlus explains

the divergence in the size of the entry for different countries 'in these
volumes, Where appropriate, and when the information was available,
other types of education have also been mentioned, -

The next step was to compile maximum information on these differ-
ent types qf education so as fo agsess them qualitatively, The evaluation
criteria included length of studies, admission requirements (i, e, previous
schooling), qualifications conferred and the possibility of transfer to ”
other types of education, organisation of studies on a full-time or on a o
part-time basis, and any other information of possible interest to poten-

) txal readers,

-

On the basis of this information, each type of education or institution
has been reclassified under the OECD system, both from the standpoint
of standardized designation and in terms of its position on the education-
al ladder by year of study,

Since education is now being extensively reorganised in many couny
tries, the present study attempts to present the existing situation but
also to give an indication of changes which have occurred during the

past ten years,

.

While the present classification is valid for the situation at the date
mentioned for each country, it may no longer hold for the new education- -
al structures and concepts towards which some countries are already
moving: for example the discontinuance of the notion of levels and
grades, continumg or recurrent education, etc. These changes will be
taken into account in future revisions of this classification.

t

Smce educational statlstics in most countries are st1ll cast in a
national mould which reflects traditional administrative needs, itis
hoped that this conversion key may hélp to promote a better mutual . . - ;
understanding of the systems in the diffefent countries, permit the .
compilation and presentation of comparable statistics and.enable ‘each . e B
country to identify easlly what is covered by each aggregate presented - o
in a part1cular study - ) . . Lo
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DEFINITION OF TERMS
- USED IN THE OECD CLASSIFICATION*

This is a classification by type of education and not by institution
providing education. In fact, pupils of the same institution may, de-
pending on the section cr options chosen, take 2 general or vocational

. course, a_course prepxring them for higher studies, or a terminal
course, Only the different types of education are suitable for inter-

! country comparison: A case in point is“that of theuniversities: as
educational institutions they may provide, in addition to courses lead-

. ing to ‘the offic‘i‘ally:ré‘c'ogniqed first university degree, courses of
shorter, .duratiop, ]eading to quaiftfications below first-degree level and
comparable to those awarded by higher €ducation ipstitutions not having
university status, Conversely, non-university institutions may award

the equivalent of a university degree. /

Pre-primary }
Non'-c‘:ompulsory 'educatioy preceding entrance into primary efuca-

tion, ] . . B

Primary -y

- Compulsory general education for all pupils, In systems providing
a comprehensive-type education for all pupils which covers all or part
of their compulsory schooling, only thoge years in which there is no
differentiation (in the form of subject options) have been regarded asf?

. primary education, - - -
- _ " General secondary ' v
Education which is not direct preparation for an occupation, * Lt

a
2

Technical.secc‘mdary

»

o - 'Education designed as_diréct reparation for an occupation or trade,

A}

*  For further details of this classification, the reader is réferred to Chapter IX of

) N

- an 7 ,‘;'.
. .. Toooos

Methods and Statistical Needsfor Educational Planning; OECD,. 1967. - - =~ . | BN



Secondary (a)

General or technical education offers pupils, upon completion, a

relatively good chance of contmumg their studies in a higher educatlon
establishment, .

3
»

Secondary (b) Lo - .

General or techmcal educatlon, after which pupils have little chance
of continuing to higher .education. . a .

, This separation of secondary education into types (a) and (b) seems
preferable ta’the frequently-used div1sion into lower and upper levels

or 18t and 2nd cycles because in more and more cases the lower level

is common to all pupils (although sometimes composed of différent
sections) and only at the end of this period do pupils receive final guid- -
ance and make definitive choice concerning their future schooling,

. Teacher training

Preparatory training for the teaching profession.

Non-uni‘versity type higher education*

Higher education leading to a specific qualification, often occupation-
al and, unlike the first university degree, generally not offering the
possibility of pursuing doctorate or other post~graduate studies.

Aniversity type higher education*

The length of the different types of education varies from country
to country, It was therefore considered advisable to specify the cor-
responding years of study in the educational scale 80 as to permit any
regrouping necessary for inter-country comparisons,

” *  Where it has not been possible to mal 2 the distinction between non- university
higher education and university higher education as definéd here, thé level of the degree
awarded at the end of the different types of studies has been specified: below fi;st-degree

level, intermediate diploma (usually preparatory to first degree), first or basic degree,
higher degree (above first degree), doctorate, ’ °
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AUSTRALIA

(March 1974)

Qompulsory schooling: 9 or 10 years,
from the age of 6 to 15 or 16 according to the Statg
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LUXENMBOURG
(November 1973)

-

Compulsory schooling : usually 9 years, from 6 'to 15.
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SWITZERLAND

F (July 1972)

s

Period of compulsory schooling varies from canton to canton, from 6th or 7th birthday
fo 14th, 15th or 16th. Compulsory schooling ends in 7th, 8th or Sth year of studies.
In cantons where compulsory schooling is less than 9 years,
an optional 8th or Sth year of studies is often available.
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